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Problem Statement

Initial Situation
– Experienced mainframe developers are very 

productive using the ISPF editor
– Eclipse experts like the look and feel of the 

Java Editor 
– How to solve this conflict?

Solution for all mainframe developers:
– LPEX Editor

• Look and feel configurable 
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RDz Online Help 
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Documentation

 “Equivalence of ISPF and RDz LPEX Editor 
Functions”, PDF document at:
– COBOL Cafe

• http://www-949.ibm.com/software/rational/cafe/docs/DOC-3359
– SoforTe Web Site

• http://www.soforte.com/en/infos/info_mat/index.html (English)
• http://www.soforte.de/infos/info_mat/index.html (German) 

April 29, 2010 SoforTe – Solutions for Teams 6

http://www-949.ibm.com/software/rational/cafe/docs/DOC-3359
http://www-949.ibm.com/software/rational/cafe/docs/DOC-3359
http://www-949.ibm.com/software/rational/cafe/docs/DOC-3359
http://www-949.ibm.com/software/rational/cafe/docs/DOC-3359
http://www-949.ibm.com/software/rational/cafe/docs/DOC-3359
http://www.soforte.com/en/infos/info_mat/index.html
http://www.soforte.de/infos/info_mat/index.html


LPEX Configuration – ISPF Profile 

The LPEX ISPF 
profile supports:
– ISPF prefix area 

with ISPF line 
commands

– ISPF Editor 
primary 
commands

– ISPF Editor 
function keys 
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ISPF Function Keys

 The LPEX ISPF profile supports:
– F5 Repeat Find
– F6 Repeat Change
– F7 Scroll Up
– F8 Scroll Down
– F10 Page Left
– F11 Page Right

 Productivity considerations
– An experienced LPEX user will be more productive 

using the standard Eclipse / LPEX functions instead 
of the ISPF function keys:

• Scrolling instead of F7, F8, F10, F11 !!
• Ctrl F, Ctrl N instead of “Find …”, F5, F6
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ISPF Prefix Area – Line Commands

 The LPEX ISPF profile supports:

– Shift operations 
• (, ((, ), )), <, <<, >, >> 

– Copy, move, repeat, overlay operations
• m, mm, c, cc r, rr, o, oo, a, b  

– Insert, delete lines
• I, d, dd

– Upper, lower case operations
• uc, ucc, lc, lcc

– Exclude, show lines
• x, xx, f 

– Current line
• /

– Label
• .xxx
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ISPF Line Commands – Productivity Considerations

An experienced LPEX user will be more 
productive using the standard Eclipse / LPEX 
functions instead of the ISPF line commands, 
e.g.

– Copy, move operations

Using

• copy/paste or alt-l, shift-click, alt-c, alt-m

Instead of

• m, mm, c, cc, a, b  

– Locate a line by labels

• The ISPF function „Locate .xxx‟ is not supported using 
the LPEX ISPF profile, but … 

• Setting bookmarks or a quick mark or using editor split 
(ctrl 2, ctrl 0) is much more productive
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ISPF Primary Commands

General support (all LPEX profiles):
– Submit

• [ save ] [ "systemName" ]

– Number, num
• [seqnumType]

– Unnumber, unnum
– Nonumber
– Resequence

– Sequence numbers are displayed only in the 
prefix area, and cannot be edited by the user
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ISPF Primary Commands

 The LPEX ISPF profile supports:
– C, CHANGE 

• {FIRST, LAST, NEXT, PREV, ALL}
{CHARS, WORD, SUFFIX, PREFIX }  {column numbers}
{label range}

– F, FIND 
• {FIRST, LAST, NEXT, PREV, ALL}

{CHARS, WORD, SUFFIX, PREFIX }  {column numbers}
{label range}

– X, EXCLUDE 
• {FIRST, LAST, NEXT, PREV, ALL}

{CHARS, WORD, SUFFIX, PREFIX } {column numbers}
{label range}

– SORT 
• { A, D } { X, NX } {column numbers} {label range}

– BOUNDS, BNDS 
• {column numbers} 

– RFIND 
– RCHANGE 
– FLIP 
– RESET, RES

• { X, CHG, FIND } 
– DELETE, DEL 

• { ALL, X, NX , label range }
– BOTTOM
– TOP
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Copying a file into another one

The ISPF editor 
command COPY 
is not supported as 
such

Alternative:

– Best Practice: 
position cursor and 
use 

• “File / Get File…” 
from the menu bar 
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Creating or Replacing a file 

The ISPF editor commands CREATE and 
REPLACE are not supported as such

Alternative:

– Open the target file (new or existing one) in a 2nd

editor window
– Copy the editor contents via Copy/Paste. 
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Cut and Paste

The ISPF editor commands CUT and 
PASTE are not available as such and not 
necessary 

Alternative:

– Use standard copy/paste support

– If several intermediate clipboards are needed: 

• Use “Snippet View” 
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