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SoforTe – Solutions for Teams 

• Focus 
• SoforTe is specialized in optimizing mainframe based 

application development processes and team 

collaboration 

• Eclipse, RDz, RTC EE, RAA, …. 

• SCLM, Endevor, ChangeMan, … 

 

• Clients 
• Mainframe customers across all industries 

 

• Technology  
• TAURUS 
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SoforTe – Experiences 

• Lessons learned 
• Integrating existing mainframe development 

processes and tools in RDz / Eclipse is time 
consuming and requires special skills 

• Risk – Implementation is not done to the full extend 
and developers reject Eclipse 

• Current RDz/Eclipse “out of the box” solutions are 
not sufficient. 

 
• Consequence  

• Eclipse implementations need to be simplified and 
easily customizable for the customers existing 
development process 

• => development of TAURUS Integration Toolkit 
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SoforTe – TAURUS – key objectives 

• Supports standard mainframe utilities in Eclipse  
• MVS dataset explorer 
• JES Job explorer 

 
• Model driven tool integration  

• Modeling of user interfaces and tool integration 
• Supports integration of SCLM, Endevor, ChangeMan, … 
• Fully customizable 
• Fully integrated into Eclipse or RDz 

 
• Reducing effort 

• Integration with major SCM systems out of the box 
• Predefined models for different development processes 
• Integration with all kinds of tools like RAA, RTC, … 
• Existing skill is sufficient – no plug-in development skill required 

 
• Faster integration compared to native plug-in development  

• 10 times faster 
• Complete and deep integration becomes affordable 
• High functionality and quality of UI increase developer acceptability and 

productivity 
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SoforTe – TAURUS – Architecture for RDz 
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Eclipse or RDz Client 
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SoforTe – TAURUS – Architecture for Eclipse 
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Connecting to the TAURUS zServer on z/OS 

• Connecting 

to a z/OS 

system 

• RACF 

Logon 
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TAURUS – MVS Explorer / MVS Dataset Support 

• Creating Dataset Filter 
 

• High Performance Communication: 
• List Datasets 
• List Members 
• Browse / Edit 
• Enqueue / Dequeue 
• HSM Support : Recall of migrated datasets 
 

• File Mapping (Dataset / Member  File Suffix) 
 

• Show in Table (Column sort …) 
 
• Dataset / Member functions: 

• Create/Delete 
• Copy / Paste 
• Rename 
• Search 
• Compare 
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TAURUS – JES JOB Explorer 

• Creating Job Filter 
 

• High Performance Communication: 
• List Jobs 
• List Job Parts 
• Browse Jobs / Parts 

 
• Submit Jobs 
 
• Show in Table (Column sort …) 

 
• Automatic Refresh (Polling) 
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TAURUS – Modeling the UI and Tool Integration 
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TAURUS Modeling Result: SCLM Sample 
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TAURUS Modeling Result: ChangeMan Sample 
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TAURUS Modeling Result – Dialog Samples 
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Taurus Modeling Sample: SCLM Build Action  

• (1) Define a property 
for each dialog field 
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Taurus Modeling Sample: SCLM Build Action  

• (2) Define the dialog and 
associate the dialog fields 
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Taurus Modeling Sample: SCLM Build Action  

• (3) Define the REXX tool which 
calls the SCLM Build and 
associate the dialog fields as 
input parameters.   
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Taurus Modeling Sample: SCLM Build Action  

• (4) Define the build action and  
associate the input dialog, the 
REXX tool, an output dialog and 
error feedback support to this 
action   

• (5) Associate the action to the 
SCLM editable type  
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Taurus Modeling Sample: SCLM Build Action  

• (6) validate your model 
(consistency check)   

• (7) Store the model in a PDS or 
USS and test your customization 

• (8) Promote the new model to all 
client users only by changing the 
version number (no client 
installation process necessary) 
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SoforTe – TAURUS – Benefits for Eclipse 

• High Performance Host Communication 
 

• Mainframe utilities available out of the box 
• MVS Explorer 
• JES JOB Explorer 

 
• Reduces hurdle for Host tool implementation 

• The financial hurdle for Eclipse tool implementations is reduced 
significantly 
 

• Reduces risk for Eclipse Implementation 
• Complete and deep integration becomes affordable 
• Predefined models for different development processes 
• Integration with all kinds of tools like RAA, RTC, SCLM, ChangeMan, 

Endevor, … 
• High functionality and quality of UI increase developer acceptability and 

productivity 
 

• Reduces Maintenance Effort 
• TAURUS model is managed centrally on z/OS 
• Allows much faster deployment of changed or new functions   

 



October 31, 2011 SoforTe – Solutions for Teams 20 

SoforTe – TAURUS – Benefits for RDz 

 

• Reduces hurdle for Host tool implementation 
• The financial hurdle for RDz tool implementations is reduced 

significantly 
 

• Reduces risk for Eclipse Implementation 
• Complete and deep integration becomes affordable 
• Predefined models for different development processes 
• Integration with all kinds of tools like RAA, RTC, SCLM, 

ChangeMan, Endevor, … 
• High functionality and quality of UI increase developer 

acceptability and productivity 
 

• Reduces Maintenance Effort 
• TAURUS model is managed centrally on z/OS 
• Allows much faster deployment of changed or new functions   

 


